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Text 1

The TV That Sent Out a Cry for Help

Few people would expect a TV to call for emergency help
Early last month, Chris van Rossman’s television silently began to malfunction, emitting a signal that bounced off two satellites, alerted personnel at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia, and ultimately led a team of police agents to the door of his apartment in Corvallis, Oregon.

He was advised to keep the TV turned off to avoid incurring $10,000 a day in fines for emitting a false distress signal. The television’s maker, Toshiba, is going to replace the set that cried for help.

The TV –like refrigerators, shavers and vacuum cleaners- was simply doing what all electrical gizmos do: emitting energy. On this particular Saturday night, however, some hidden part of the television’s electronic innards simply went on the blink. And while the set appeared to be functioning normally, it was suddenly emitting energy at a frequency –121.5 megahertz- that happens to be reserved for international emergency signals.

Each year, thousands of distress signals send rescuers around the glove scrambling. More often than not, the signals lead not to an emergency, but to an unintentionally activated distress beacon on a plane, aboard a ship, or in the backpack of a mountain climber.

Now and then, the errant signal comes from a malfunctioning appliance. Incidents like the one in Oregon have made the international search-and-rescue community abandon the 121.5 frequency, which is subject to interference from electronic devices gone bad. By 2009, the aim is to have all emergency beacons emit a digital signal on a new frequency of 406 megahertz. Hundreds of lives millions of dollars in search-and-rescue resources could be saved each year if everyone switched to the 406 frequency.

In fact, it’s not surprising that a TV set is emitting signals is some band in which it is not supposed to be transmitting. That happens all the time with personal electronics: there are numerous reports of passengers electronics interfering with navigational displays in the cockpits of commercial, aircraft, going back decades.

However, the 121.5 frequency worked quite well until the 1980’s, when satellite technology expanded coverage and made the system truly global.

Adapted from www.nytimes.com November 2, 2004
15) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

15) ANSWER  QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

15) How did this TV cause that inconvenience?

· ….........................................................................................................................................................

2) What measure is going to be taken to avoid interference from electronic devices gone bad?

· ….........................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0’5 per answer)
3) Chris will have to acquire a new TV because of this situation.

· …...........................................................................

4) Most distress signals are sent by people who are in danger.
· …...........................................................................

5) Electronic devices have caused similar interferences in airplanes.

· …...........................................................................

6) The 121.5 frequency hasn’t always caused so much trouble.

· …...........................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Complete the series with another word from the same semantic group:




TV, refrigerator, vacuum cleaner, shaver, …


…..................
(0,25 points)
8) Give a noun with the same root as SILENTLY (adverb) (line 1)
…..................
(0,25 points)

9) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:

…..................
(0,25 points)

“a sum of money that someone has to pay for breaking a law or rule” (noun)

10) Give one synonym for ULTIMATELY (adverb) (line 4)

…..................
(0,25 points)

11) Turn the following sentence into the active voice:




(0,5 points)
Millions of dollars could be saved in false rescue operations.

…....................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)
Chris said that a few weeks of TV-free living have been liberating.

…....................................................................

13) Complete the following sentence:






(0,5 points)
If his TV hadn’t begun to malfunction, …......................

14) Use the words to make a meaningful sentence. Use all and only the following words:


(0,5 points)

 false / will / most / by / alarms / be / the / signal / eliminated / digital / new

…....................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
How have electronic devices made our life easier?

b 
Advantages and disadvantages of technological developments.

…...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


The TV That Sent Out a Cry for Help

ANSWER KEY

1) This TV caused that inconvenience because it wasn’t functioning well and it started to produce a signal is only used for international distress situations.

2) To avoid interference from electronic devices gone bad, emergency beacons will have a new digital signal emitting at a frequency of 406 megahertz.

3) This statement is false because the text mentions that the television’s maker, Toshiba, is replacing his set.

4) This sentence is false as the text points out that more often than not, the signals lead not to an emergency, but to an unintentionally activated distress beacon.

5) This idea is true since the text remarks that there are numerous reports of passenger electronics interfering with navigational displays in the cockpits of commercial aircraft.

6) This statement is true because the text says that the system worked very well until the 1980’s.

7) Dishwasher / microwave / oven / iron / DVD player / hi-fi / stereo

8) Silence

9) Fine (line 7)

10) Finally 

11) The government could save millions of dollars in false rescue operations.

12) What did Chris say?

13) He wouldn’t have gone through that terrible experience.

14) Most false alarms will be eliminated by the new digital signal.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 2

Sit Back and Watch the Earth Die
Richard Branson plans to fly the first commercial passengers into space. Let’s hope we experience delays

This week Sir Richard Branson announced his plans to fly the first commercial passengers into space. For around a hundred members of the public will be able to fly 60 miles above the Earth and enjoy the view. “We will be giving people something they will remember for the rest of their lives,” he promised.

At $750 a minute, this trip looks set to be the most expensive journey in the history of travel, and they’ll probably still charge you extra for the headphones. 

Passengers will be required to undertake three days of astronaut training before coming on board, after which they will be expected to demonstrate an exhaustive knowledge of space travel. 

Take off will be from a special airfield in the Mojave Desert of California. Passengers will be securely trapped in while the craft accelerates to 2,000 miles an hour in 25 seconds. Rather worryingly, there is no toilet on board, presumably because with that sort of the take-off the passengers will have wet themselves already. But once the seatbelt signs are switched off, passengers will literally float around the plane, trying to catch the last little cheese triangle that floated off their plate as they left the Earth’s atmosphere.

This is only the first step towards a projected space tourism industry that it is predicted will see orbiting hotels being built within our lifetime. Why anyone would want to go on holiday to outer space remains a mystery: perhaps, people willing to pay a fortune to stay in the middle of a lifeless vacuum just intend to try something different that ordinary folks can’t afford.

A hundred thousand pounds is probably not a particularly astronomical price for the multimillionaires who are already queuing for an “out of this world” experience. But, of course, the real cost will not be paid by the super-rich thrill-seekers. Increasing air travel is a major cause of greenhouse gases and the introduction of space tourism will take pollution up to a whole new level.

So that’s why they need a fully functional space hotel up there. Where else to sit back and watch the Earth die from all the pollution caused by unnecessary air travel and commercial space rockets?

Adapted from www.guardian.co.uk Friday, October 1, 2004

(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER  QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) In what way is this flight so special?

· ............................................................................................................................................................

2) What is the reason for spending so much money on such an unusual journey?

· ............................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3) Possible passengers are expected to go through some special preparation before the journey.

· ..............................................................................

4) It is still unknown the place from which the flight will depart.
· ..............................................................................

5) Before we die, we may see holiday resorts in space.

· ..............................................................................

6) Environment will be damaged by space tourism.

· ..............................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Give a noun with the same root as ANNOUNCE (verb) (line 1)
.....................
(0,25 points)

8) Give one synonym for DEMONSTRATE (verb) (line 12)

.....................
(0,25 points)

9) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:

.....................
(0,25 points)

“to form a line while waiting for something” (verb)

10) Which word is not an adverb?




.....................
(0,25 points)



FULLY
WHILE
WORRYINGLY
OFF

11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:



(0,5 points)
Will anyone blame passengers for paying so much money?

.......................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)
Commercial space rockets cause pollution.

.......................................................................

13) Complete the following sentence:






(0,5 points)
If passengers need to go to the toilet, ..............................................

14) Use the words to make a meaningful sentence. Use all and only the following words:













(0,5 points)

 aren’t / about / passengers / the / concerned / risks / the / journey / of   

.......................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
Would you like to take this unusual flight?

b 
Do you think that rich people spend too much money on stupid things?

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Sit Back and Watch the Earth Die
ANSWER KEY

1) This journey will be so special because it is the most expensive journey in the history of air travel, and, moreover, passengers will be able to see the whole planet from their seats.

2) Rich people don’t mind spending so much money on such an experience because they want to try something different that normal people can’t afford. That way, they see themselves as being different from other people.

3) This idea is true because the text points out that passengers are required to undertake three days of astronaut training before coming on board.

4) This sentence is false because the text remarks that take off will be from a special airfield in the Mojave Desert of California.

5) This statement is true as the text says that we can see orbiting hotels being built within our lifetime.

6) This idea is true since the text mentions that increasing air travel is a major cause of greenhouse gases and will take pollution up to a whole new level.

7) Announcement

8) Prove

9) Queue (line 33)

10) While (conjunction)

11) Will passengers be blamed (by anyone) for paying so much money?

12) What do commercial space rockets cause?

13) They will have to wait.

14) Passengers aren’t concerned about the risks of the journey.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 3

Will Britain Ever Sober Up?

Why are Britons more alcoholic than any other European nationals?

Rather as the Inuit are said to have 80 different words for snow, so the British have that many, and more, to describe getting drunk. Plastered, wrecked, trolleyed, pissed, and arseholed are but a few of the words that –prefixed by “completely”, “totally” or “absolutely”- speak with a proud sense of achievement of the advanced stages of inebriation. For just as snow forms the limit of the Inuit’s horizon so, it appears, does drunkenness saturate the fabric of British life.

Sometimes, especially on Fridays on Saturdays, it can seem that sobriety is our national enemy, an implacable foe that needs to be fought on all fronts at all times, or at least until the pubs close. Such is our determination that we have taken the battle abroad to places such as Amsterdam, Prague, Budapest and Majorca.

Nowadays in the streets of capitals across mainland Europe, you can find young Britons emptying both their bladders and stomachs. They say that the youth of today lack beliefs, but these are men and women who are fully committed to the cause of alcoholic destruction: the inescapable fact remains that the British like to get drunk more than they like drinking. They will simply not rest until they have relinquished all control of their motor skills. And the places where they have fun look like “war zones, rife with rubbish and soaked with sick and urine”. And what is worse, the future of the whole nation seems to depend on this careless generation who just want to end up arseholed and give little thought to their country’s future.

I’ve met drunk people in other parts of the world, but they were not looking for anything else. They were just contented drunks. But in England drunk people are always looking for something more, be it another drink, a bus, a taxi, somewhere to relieve themselves or a fight. The police are always too busy breaking up fights and arresting inebriated people.

For generations, and by successive governments, British people have not been allowed to have a drink in a pub after the hour of 11pm. In the process, the nation’s youth, to say nothing of its more mature citizens, have grown up under an effective semi-prohibition that has developed an unhealthy relationship with alcohol: drinking quickly to get drunk soon.

Next summer, bars will be able to apply for 24-hour drinking licences, and things could get worse but, in the long term, they could get better, as we could discover that drunkenness is a less appropriate response to freedom that it is to restriction. Of course, that will take time.

Adapted from www.guardian.co.uk Tuesday October 5, 2004

(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) Why is sobriety said ironically to be an enemy of British people?

· ............................................................................................................................................................

2) Is the writer hopeful about the future of Britain? Why?

· ............................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3) British people consider that getting drunk is nothing to be ashamed of.

· ..............................................................................

4) In Britain drunk people are really violent.

· ..............................................................................

5) British people can have a drink in a pub at any time they like.

· ..............................................................................

6) Drunkenness may not be such a serious problem in a few years’ time.

· ..............................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Give a noun with the same root as PROUD (adjective) (line 6)
.....................
(0,25 points)

8) Give one synonym for RESPONSE (noun) (line 45)


.....................
(0,25 points)

9) Find in the text a synonym for HAPPY (adjective)


.....................
(0,25 points)
10) Which word does not have the same meaning?


.....................
(0,25 points)



SIMPLY 
MERELY
PURELY
TOTALLY

11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:



(0,5 points)
Why does drunkenness saturates the fabric of British life?

.......................................................................

12) Rewrite this sentence without changing its meaning. Begin as indicated:

(0,5 points)
Some British holidaymakers are too drunk to find their hotels.

Some British holidaymakers aren’t .....................................

13) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)

The future of Britain depends on a generation of drunk people.

................................................................................

14) Use the words to make a meaningful sentence. Use all and only the following words:













(0,5 points)

 who / to / no one / for / social / knows / this / is / blame / decay    

.......................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
Do you think that the situation in Spain is similar to Britain?

b 
Why do young people drink so much?

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Will Britain Ever Sober Up?

ANSWER KEY

1) Ironically speaking, sobriety is said to be an enemy of British people because they always want to get drunk, even in foreign places all over the world.

2) The writer is not hopeful at all about the future of Britain because he says that the future of their nation is in the hands of a generation of young Britons who only care about how much alcohol they are able to drink.

3) This idea is true because the text clears out that they speak with a proud sense of achievement of the advanced stages of inebriation.

4) This sentence is true since the text mentions that in Britain drunk people are always looking for something more, perhaps a fight.

5) This statement is false as the text says that British people are not allowed to have a drink after 11pm.

6) This idea is true since the text states that the British could realise that getting drunk is not an appropriate response to the new situation in which there is more freedom.

7) Pride

8) Answer

9) Contented (line 31)

10) Totally

11) Why is the fabric of British life saturated by drunkenness?

12) Some British holidaymakers aren’t sober enough to find their hotels.

13) What does the future of Britain depend on?

14) No one knows who is to blame for this social decay.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 4

When the Party’s Over

There are many dangers lurking around you at university

If you don’t catch meningitis on arrival or leave with a particularly Sexually Transmitted Disease, then you’ll probably spend your entire time at university drunk and depressed. With so many hazards lurking around the corner of every lecture hall, being a student has never been more dangerous. Poor babies! It’s surprising that anyone goes at all –let alone one million every year in Britain, even though not everyone can afford it.

In Britain students have to spend a lot of money on university fees. Things aren’t as easier as they’re here in Spain. Besides, instead of grants, students are given loans, which they have to repay. According to the National Union of Students (NUS), money is ruining the carnival of hedonism students were used to. If you need money to pay for university life, you have to work part-time on top of your studies, and you can’t devote the same amount of time to a frivolous life.

However, universities themselves are paying a lot of attention to students’ wellbeing. They consider that since people are paying to go to university, the services offered have to be excellent. There are now fantastic counselling services employing an army of people who want to help you enjoy the university experience. A lot of people are working behind the scenes to give maximum support –especially to freshers.

The second contributor to the ill-health of students is the stress of being away from home for the first time. To cope with flying the nest, most British freshers have already taken a gap year, and very few freshers will be on their own for the very first time in their lives.

Abigail, now 24, remembers feeling a bit snotty about some of the people she met at University College London who had come straight from school and seemed terribly young. “I remember finding this girl hiding with photos of her rabbits and feeling more scorn than sympathy. But this was the same girl whom I ended up living with in my third year and am still friends with today,” she says.

And the third reason for students’ anxiety is work. But the only reason students get stressed about work is because most of the time they do none, miss lectures and spend entire days in bed as a result of severe hangovers and mild colds, which keep many students close to their bed and far from their lectures.

Adapted from www.timesonline.co.uk October 2, 2004
(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER  QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) Why aren’t students so dedicated now to a life of pleasure and happiness?

· ............................................................................................................................................................

2) How are higher education institutions helping students to get into their system?

· ............................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3) In Britain, anyone can study at university.

· ..............................................................................

4) It is unusual in Britain to take a year off before starting a university degree.
· ..............................................................................

5) Abigail considered herself more mature than other students when she started at university.

· ..............................................................................

6) Most students aren’t believed to work hard enough at university.

· ..............................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Give a noun with the same root as EMPLOY (verb) (line 22)
.....................
(0,25 points)

8) Which word is not an adjective?




.....................
(0,25 points)

CLOSE
FAR
SNOTTY
LOAN

9) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:

.....................
(0,25 points)

“the effect of drinking too much alcohol causing headache, nausea and thirst” (noun)

10) Give one synonym for TERRIBLY (adverb) (line 33)

.....................
(0,25 points)

11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:



(0,5 points)
Does a cold keep students far from college?

.......................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)
Some students can’t cope with flying the nest.

.......................................................................

13) Join the following ideas with a linker (do not use and or but).


(0,5 points)


Most students let their work pile up. Most students are always partying.

.......................................................................
14) Rewrite this sentence without changing its meaning. Begin as indicated.

(0,5 points)


Most students looked too young to cope with most dangers.

Most students didn’t look .............................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
Do you think you will have these problems when you go into college?

b 
In what way will your life be different next year?

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


When the Party’s Over

ANSWER KEY

1) Students can’t dedicate so much time to pleasure and happiness because they have to work part-time to get money to repay the loans they ask for to pay university fees.

2) To help students have a good experience at universities, students are offered counselling services where professional people given them advice on what they should do.

3) This statement is false because the text mentions that the television’s maker, Toshiba, is replacing his set.

4) This sentence is false as the text points out that not everyone can afford to go into university.

5) This idea is true since the text states that, in her opinion, people who had come straight from school seemed terribly young.

6) According to the text, this statement is true because most of the time students don’t do any work.

7) Employment / employer / employee

8) Loan

9) Hangover

10) Awfully / extremely / incredibly 

11) Are students kept by a cold far from college?

12) What can’t some students cope with?

13) Most students let their work pile up because they are always partying. / Most students are always partying. Therefore, they let their work pile up.

14) Most students didn’t look mature enough to cope with dangers.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 5

School Watch

Parents of pupils at a preparatory school in Burnley can now watch events in the classroom via a webcam. 

News that parents with more money than sense will be able to watch their darlings’ every move in the classroom of their preparatory school via a webcam induces a choice of reactions –do you laugh, cry or just scream “for goodness sake, get a grip?”

Pupils at Sunnybank prep school, in Burnley, are filmed in their classroom from the moment they start school to the moment they leave. Their parents –and grandparents- can log on to a website to view how the children are getting on at the £950-a-term school. Incidents, both good and bad, can be recorded on CD. 

The Big Brother approach to education has already gained ground in nurseries where anxious parents want to be sure their children are happy –and perhaps do not trust nursery nurses not to mistreat them- but Sunnybank is thought to be the first school to introduce parental surveillance for older children.

The system has been working for a week and the school’s headteacher, Barbara Cross, is reported as saying: “It’s working even better than we imagined.” She believes it will give protection to her teachers against false allegations, rather than lay them open to parental complaints.

Lots of people are sceptical that this sort of appeal to a video that can be replayed is really going to work. Parents are often supporters of their kids’ behaviours regardless of their dramatic consequences: what teachers may see as bad behaviour, parents see as a sign of innate intelligence and individual spirit of their kid. But when it comes to other people’s children this tolerance mysteriously evaporates to be replaced by rigid standards of disapproval.

The daily webcam view of the Little Brother house will not only provide additional gossip for the school gates, but ammunition for typical parental aggressions: “Yes, my Justin’s so quick at numbers – I see Samantha’s still on her three time table, seems to find it such a struggle, poor dear...”

Teaching in a webcam goldfish bowl could well become a bit of a pain for the staff, although it is a branch of acting when all is said and done, and you can imagine some teachers might want to take a CD of their efforts to job interviews. But a webcam could be a distorting lense as well as a showcase.

Adapted from www.guardian.co.uk Monday October 25, 2004

(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER  QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) Why has this measure been compared with “Big Brother”?

· ............................................................................................................................................................

2) Do parents view all kids’ attitudes in a similar way? Why?

· ............................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3)Sunnybank is the first educational institution to introduce this kind of watch.

· ..............................................................................

4) School watch has turned out to be even more positive than expected.
· ..............................................................................

5) Teachers cannot obtain any benefit whatsoever from school watch.

· ..............................................................................

6) Because of “school watch”, less intelligent students could be ridiculed by some parents.

· ..............................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Give a noun with the same root as ANXIOUS (adjective) (line 13)
.....................
(0,25 points)

8) Give one synonym for PROTECTION (noun) (line 21)

.....................
(0,25 points)

9) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:

.....................
(0,25 points)

“a protest on something that you don’t like” (noun)

10) Which word is not an adverb?




.....................
(0,25 points)



DAILY 
WELL
ALREADY
PERHAPS

11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:



(0,5 points)
Why don’t parents trust some nursery nurses?

.......................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)
Sunnybank records everything the students do.

.......................................................................

13) Complete the following sentence:






(0,5 points)
If parents brought out their recordings at inappropriate moments, ..........................

14) Use the words to make a meaningful sentence. Use all and only the following words:













(0,5 points)

 will / children / when / are / feel / shown / embarrassed / they / CDs / these   

.......................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
Would you like to study at Sunnybank? Explain your reasons.

b 
Is your school strict enough? Do you think there should be stronger rules?

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


School Watch

ANSWER KEY

1) This measure has been compared to “Big Brother” because –at this school- everything students do is filmed and parents can even follow their kids’ activities from a website.

2) No, parents often support their own kids’ behaviour, even when it’s very negative. But if other children had done the same, they would have had a very different opinion.

3) According to the text, this idea is false because the Big Brother approach to education has already gained ground in nurseries.

4) This sentence is true since the school’s head teacher states that the system is working even better than they had expected.

5) This statement is false as the text says that this measure will give protection to teachers against false allegations.

6) This idea is true as the text points out that the daily webcam view of the Little Brother house will not only provide additional gossip for the school gates, but ammunition for typical parental aggressions.
7) Anxiety

8) Safety

9) Complaint (line 23)

10) Daily 

11) Why aren’t some nursery nurses trusted by parents?

12) What does Sunnybank record?

13) Their children would be really ashamed.

14) Children will feel embarrassed when they are shown these CDs.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 6

British Demand Feeds Slaughter of Rare Species

Thailand lies at the heart of the world’s cruel trade in wild animals

Her bullet-riddled body was found last month in the jungle in eastern Thailand. The elephant’s valuable tusks –as long as a man’s arm- were nowhere to be seen, snatched by her killers. By now the ivory will have found its way to Bangkok, where hundreds of British visitors will be willing to smuggle it home. It may already be available on the streets of London, home of the UK’s flourishing and sophisticated ivory market.

Bangkok remains unrivalled as the world’s greatest focus for the illegal trade in rare animals. But concern is shifting closer to home. Tens of thousands of Britons and their desire for acquiring anything from snake skins to tiger pelts to ivory trinkets stand accused of accelerating the slaughter of endangered animals. 

The scale of illegal animal trafficking in Britain is stunning. When customs officers opened the suitcase of Raymond Humphreys, 45, after a flight from Bangkok, they found 23 endangered bird species worth $45,000. Six had died en route. 

British conservationists have a strong sense of shame and the UK government is also under fire for choosing to remain silent on the scale of Bangkok’s trade. Britain should also concentrate on the increasing problems in its own backyard: the UK is the third-biggest source of illegal ivory into the US.

Environmentalists say the situation is accelerating the fastest extinction of species since the disappearance of the dinosaurs 65 million years ago.

Today Thailand’s animal trafficking has become second only to the country’s notorious narcotics rings in terms of value. And it is just as dangerous: Numbers of wild Thai elephants have fallen to fewer that 3,000. And, paradoxically, the Thai capital will hold the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species, where 160 countries will discuss proposals on how to improve protection for the most threatened plants and animals on earth.

As profits have grown, so too has the involvement of violent criminals. The problem is that it is difficult to fight organizations that are part of a very big network and are very well connected to influential people and politicians, who are given bribes to buy off their lack of care.

Adapted from www.guardian.co.uk September 12, 2004
(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER  QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) Can British people be considered responsible for the killings of animals in danger of extinction? Why?

· ............................................................................................................................................................

2) Why is it terribly ironical to celebrate the convention on endangered species in Bangkok?

· ............................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3) The elephant killed in the jungle had been pulled off some parts of her body.

· ..............................................................................

4) British authorities are working hard to stop this illegal trade.

· ..............................................................................

5) In recent years, no other animal species have been in such a fast danger of extinction.

· ..............................................................................

6) Some Thai politicians have received money so as to overlook animal trafficking.

· ..............................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:

.....................
(0,25 points)

“which can be obtained” (adjective)

8) Which word does not have the same meaning?


.....................
(0,25 points)


SLAUGHTER
SMUGGLE
KILLING

MURDER
9) Give and adjective with the same root as SHAME (noun) (line 20)
.....................
(0,25 points)
10) Find in the text a synonym for SECURITY (noun)


.....................
(0,25 points)
11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:



(0,5 points)
Why did they shoot dead a campaigner two weeks ago north of Bangkok?

.......................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)
A corrupt politician does nothing to protect animals.

.......................................................................

13) Join the following ideas with an appropriate linker. Do not use AND or BUT. 
(0,5 points)


Some Thai environmentalists have got killed. Wildlife conservationists are really scared.

 .................................................................................

14) Use the words to make a meaningful sentence. Use all and only the following words:













(0,5 points)

 endangered / very / to / the / is / difficult / species / smuggling / it / stop / of

.......................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
Why do rich people buy illegal animals?

b 
Why are animals so important to you? Talk about your own pet.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

British Demand feeds Slaughter of Rare Species

ANSWER KEY

1) Yes, Britons are responsible for the slaughter of endangered species because they have a strong desire to buy anything coming from these animals. In fact, British people even travel to Bangkok to smuggle ivory into Britain.

2) It is really ironical to celebrate that convention in the Thai capital because in that country animal trafficking is a serious problem, and Thai authorities are not doing enough to protect animals in danger of extinction.

3) This sentence is true because the text explains that her valuable tusks had been snatched.

4) This statement is false because the text clears out that the UK government has remained silent on the scale of Bangkok’s trade.

5) According to the text, this idea is true since the present situation is accelerating the fastest extinction of species since the disappearance of the dinosaurs 65 million years ago.

6) This sentence is true because the text states that politicians have been offered bribes to buy off their lack of care.

7) Available (line 7)

8) Smuggle 

9) Ashamed / shameful /shameless

10) Protection (line 36)

11) Why was a campaigner shot dead two weeks ago north of Bangkok? 

12) What does a corrupt politician do to protect animals?

13) Some Thai environmentalists have got killed. Therefore, wildlife conservationists are really scared. / Wildlife conservationists are really scared because some Thai environmentalists have got killed.

14) It is very difficult to stop the smuggling of endangered species.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 7

How Stress Can Make Your Pet Fret

Moving home or introducing a new baby to the household could make your cat seriously ill

Cats are predisposed to be as stressed as their owners by the arrival of a new baby or a sudden upheaval in their lives, and can even become seriously ill as a result, according to research recently published.

A study of family pets suffering from bladder problems revealed that in most cases their illness was stress-related. The primary causes were conflict with other co-habiting cats or a move to a new house or the addition of a new baby. Dr Danielle Gun-Moore says that the most significant cause of stress was the arrival of another cat or a baby in the household.

Those most affected by anxiety were pedigree, middle-aged, and overweight cats that did not venture outside much and ate a predominantly dry-foot diet, as opposed to the recommended diet for cats of canned “wet” food or fresh meat and fish. And what’s worse, dry food makes them fat and more vulnerable to illness.

Pet owners are advised to help their cats to regain their equilibrium by encouraging them to eat wet food and drink more fluids by adding tuna-flavoured ice cubes to their water. It makes the water taste better for the cats and encourages them to drink more.

Dr Gunn-Moore says that they believed that stress could be a trigger of some diseases and wanted to identify differences in the cats’ environments and temperaments that might cause this condition. The findings showed that cats living together but not getting along caused long-term stress that in turn led to the development of bladder disease. She added that aggressive cats were among the least likely to suffer from stress. “It is the less confident ones that are suffering,” she said. “They tend to eat more and stay around the house a lot –a bit like when humans eat for comfort.

Dr Gunn-Moore’s study was carried out over six years with more than a hundred cats from different families. Cat owners were asked to keep diaries of their cat’s behaviour. While healthy cats seemed happy, the more stressed animals were reserved and less active. The study showed that as well as displaying signs of anxiety, stressed cats develop a fear of strangers, which makes them even more introvert.

Adapted from www.timesonline.co.uk October 27, 2004

(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) What can provoke nervousness in a cat? 

· ............................................................................................................................................................

2) How can we help our cats to reduce nervousness?

· ............................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3) Cats that aren’t frequently taken out for a walk are more likely to suffer from stress.

· ..............................................................................

4) If a cat has problems with another cat, that situation will cause serious health problems.

· ..............................................................................

5) Stress is more probable in violent cats because they are always fighting.

· ..............................................................................

6) The more stressed a cat is, the more extrovert the cat will be.

· ..............................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Give an opposite for OVERWEIGHT (adjective) (line 13)

.....................
(0,25 points)
8) Which word is not a verb?





.....................
(0,25 points)


REGAIN

TASTE

STRESS

BEHAVIOUR
9) Which word does not have the same meaning?


.....................
(0,25 points)


CONFIDENT
SHY

CONVINCED
SECURE
10) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:
.....................
(0,25 points)

“condition in which somebody feels physically relaxed” (noun)

11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:



(0,5 points)
Cats have to drink more water to regain their ideal equilibrium.

.......................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:





(0,5 points)
A stressed cat often eats a dry-food diet.

.......................................................................

13) Complete the following sentence:






(0,5 points)
If cats weren’t so sensitive, ..............................................

14) Join the following ideas with an appropriate linker. Do not use AND or BUT.
(0,5 points)

I’m always looking after my cat. She is always sad.
.......................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
What would you do to help your stressed cat?

b 
Why do people love to have pets at home?

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

How Stress Can Make Your Pet Fret
ANSWER KEY

1) Nervousness in a cat is normally provoked by problems with other home cats, changing its place of residence and even the birth of a new member of the family.

2) It’s possible to reduce the level of anxiety in our cats encouraging them to have wet food and more water. We can even put tuna-flavoured ice cubes in their water, which make water taste much better.

3) This idea is true because the text points out that those most affected were overweight male cats that did not venture outside much.

4) This sentence is true because the text remarks that cats living together but not getting along caused long-term stress that in turn led to the development of bladder disease.

5) According to the text, this statement is false because aggressive cats were among the least likely to suffer from stress.

6) This idea is false since the text mentions that stressed cats develop a fear of strangers, which makes them even more reserved.

7) Thin / slim 

8) Behaviour 

9) Shy

10) Comfort (line 33)

11) More water has to be drunk by cats to regain their ideal equilibrium.

12) How often does a stressed cat eat a dry-food diet?

13) They wouldn’t be so stressed.

14) Although I’m always looking after my cat, she is always sad. / I’m always looking after my cat. However, she is always sad.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.

Text 8

The Long Goodbye

Are you bored, stressed and badly in need of a break from work? A sabbatical will provide the solution

Six months in the sun, pursuing a hobby, doing voluntary work, writing a book –who wouldn’t like the chance to practise any or all of these? Fortunately, there’s never been a better time for doing so than now.

Although there is no statutory obligation for anyone to be allowed a sabbatical, as a consequence of the move towards a better work-life balance, employers are becoming increasingly receptive to the idea of sabbaticals and realise the part they play in having a happy and productive workforce. James Reed, of Reed Employment, comments that different organisations have differing policies and only a minority of companies will offer the time off as paid, normally as a reward for long service.

Reed Employment offers sabbaticals as a way of thanking employees and keeping them interested. It finds that a break can refresh people and they return to work full of energy, more motivated and with great new ideas. Companies also gain some benefits, such as the extra skills and experience you will absorb while you are gone.

Andrew Shaw, 46, worked as a reporter for the BBC for 14 years before taking four months off, three of them unpaid, to spend in Thailand. While there he wrote a novel, learned massage and yoga, and spent time meditating in a monastery. A far cry from life in south London and work at the BBC. “The BBC tend to be very good on sabbaticals and career breaks,” says Shaw.

Another organisation with a positive attitude towards sabbaticals is the Metropolitan Police, which offers unpaid career breaks of up to five years. The five-year period can be taken in several chunks and is aimed at retaining experienced trained staff that wants to balance their personal and working lives.

But you must think through the implications of taking sabbatical, which may turn out to be a bit risky. Any break in service will affect your pension -when you retire- and your rights in case of unemployment. Besides, while you are not at work, you might lose relationships with clients and suppliers, and there could be important changes in the company while you are away.

Adapted from www.guardian.co.uk Monday October 18, 2004

(A) COMPREHENSION (4 points)

a) ANSWER  QUESTIONS 1-2 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (1 point per answer)

1) In what way can a sabbatical be good to workers?

· ..................................................................................................................................................................

2) Why is a sabbatical said to be a bit dangerous for a worker?

· ..................................................................................................................................................................
b) ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT. (0'5 per answer)
3) Most companies won’t pay you during the sabbatical.

· .................................................................................

4) Companies can also get some profits from workers’ sabbaticals.
· .................................................................................

5) Andrew Shaw didn’t receive any money during his four months off work.

· .................................................................................

6) Metropolitan policemen are paid when they take time off work.

· .................................................................................

 (B) USE OF ENGLISH (3 points)

7) Find in the text the word which has the following definition:


.....................
(0,25 points)

“something positive that follows a desired response” (noun)

8) Give one synonym for CHANCE (noun) (line 2)



.....................
(0,25 points)

9) Which word is not a preposition?





.....................
(0,25 points)



WHILE 

THROUGH
TOWARDS
AT
10) Give a noun with the same root as RETIRE (verb) (line 36)

.....................
(0,25 points)

11) Turn the following sentence into the passive voice:




(0,5 points)
The human resource people often hold a meeting to discuss the possibilities of time off.

.......................................................................

12) Give a question for the underlined words:






(0,5 points)
While there he wrote a novel.

.......................................................................

13) Join the following ideas with an appropriate linker. Do no used AND or BUT.

(0,5 points)

A sabbatical can be very motivating. Your boss could think that you aren’t very necessary.

.......................................................................

14) Use the words to make a meaningful sentence. Use all and only the following words:
(0,5 points)

 returning / much / people / come / from / happier / breaks / back / career 

.......................................................................

(C) PRODUCTION (3 points)

15) Write a composition (80-100 words). Choose one of the following options. Specify your option:

a
Do you think your parents should take a sabbatical?

b 
Are your parents too stressed? Why?

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


The Long Goodbye 

ANSWER KEY

1) A sabbatical can be good to workers because it can be a refreshing experience, so that workers don’t get bored and stressed. Moreover, they will also learn a lot from the new experiences they will enjoy.

2) A sabbatical is said to be a bit dangerous for a worker because it could affect your pension and your rights in case you were fired from the company. Moreover, you could lose contact with important people connected with your company.

3) According to the text, this idea is true because only a minority of companies will offer the time off as paid, normally as a reward for long service.

4) This sentence is true since the text says that companies also gain some benefits, such as the extra skills and experience you will absorb while you are gone.
5) This statement is false as the text points out that Andrew Shaw took four months off, three of them unpaid.

6) This idea is false because the text mentions that the Metropolitan Police offers unpaid career breaks of up to five years.

7) Reward (line 13) 

8) Opportunity 

9) While

10) Retirement / retiree 

11) A meeting is often held (by the human resource people) to discuss the possibilities of time off.

12) When did he write a novel?

13) Although a sabbatical could be very motivating, your boss could think that you aren’t very necessary. / A sabbatical could be very motivating. However, your boss could think that you aren’t very necessary.

14) People returning from career breaks come back much happier.

15) If you do your writing, show it to your teacher, who will correct it for you.
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